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' One worthless man that gains what lie pretends,
' Disgusts a thousand unpretending friends.'

4 With what heart-burnings then must any nation see
1 themselves obliged to contribute to the support of a set
4 of men, of whose incapacity to serve them they are well
' apprised, and who do their country a double diskind-
4 ness, by being themselves employed in posts to which
4 they are unequal, and by keeping others out of those
4 employments for which they are qualified!'

4 And do you really think, doctor/ cries the nobleman,
* that any minister could support himself in this country
4 upon such principles as you recommend ? Do you
4 think he would be able to baffle an opposition, unless he
4 should oblige his friends by conferring places often con-
4 trary to his own inclinations and his own opinion ?'

4 Yes, really do I,' cries the doctor. 4 Indeed, if a
4 minister is resolved to make good his confession in the
4 liturgy, by leaving undone all those things which he ought
4 to have done, and by doing all those things which he ought
4 not to have done ; such a minister, I grant, will be obliged
4 to baffle opposition, as you are pleased to term it, by
4 these arts; for, as Shakspeare somewhere says,

* Things ill begun strengthen themselves by ill.'

4 But if, on the contrary, he will please to consider the
4 true interest of his country, and that only in great and
4 national points; if he will engage his country in neither
4 alliances or quarrels, but where it is really interested:
4 if he will raise no money but what is wanted, nor em-
4 ploy any civil or military officers but what are useful;
4 and place in these employments men of the highest
4 integrity, and of the greatest abilities ; if he will employ
4 some few of his hours to advance our trade, and some
4 few more to regulate our domestic government; if he